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President's Message
Happy September everyone!
I hope that all of you are well – both mentally and physically! What a change the world has
brought us the last 6 months. Both Carlos and I are certainly staying home most of the time
and getting big and small projects done in and out of the house. I hear friends talking about all
the “binge” watching they have done and hobbies they now have time for. Never take
anything for granted!
We have done a few small day trips and one over nighter to visit our daughter in Reno. If you
can, go out for a drive, pack a picnic, see some place different that your own house and yard.
We spent a wonderful day driving around Lake Tahoe. We are all truly fortunate to live so
centrally to beautiful Northern California nature.
We had our club planning meeting back in July. There will be some changes for at least the
next 6 months. We still want to have speakers and possibly field trips as well. Kelly Warman is
in the process of lining up guest speakers and Loretta is researching places to visit. Susan
Pruess has put together the budget (it has been approved by the board) and is included in
this newsletter. We have a new Secretary, Brenda Henrickson – thank you for joining the
board!
At the meeting we spent a lot of time discussing how to still “meet” and have a connection to
each other. The board has decided the use “ZOOM”. I assume most of you are familiar with
video conferencing. Carlos and I have been using it quite a bit since COVID hit, both with
family and for other club meetings. Dave Faoro has generously offered to have a “class” for
those who are unfamiliar with ZOOM. He is looking at Wednesday, Sept 23.
Please feel free to call or email me with concerns, ideas or just to chat.
Enjoy time in your garden and being out with nature.
Erin Angulo, President
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AGC Garden Club Zoom Meeting
Monday, September 28 at 9 am
The Auburn Garden Club September meeting will be via ZOOM. For those not familiar
with ZOOM, Dave Faoro has shared this information:
There will be a test zoom meeting on September 23. More information to follow in an
email from Erin or Dave.
The members could start the learning with the below information today. The first is a YouTube
posting which walks people through how to use Zoom.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIkCmbvAHQQ&feature=youtu.be
The 2nd is or members should try and do a test on zoom using the link below. They need to
get that test to work with the microphone, video and sound. There is help on the zoom
website.
https://zoom.us/test
I hope this helps.
Dave Faoro
Please let me know if you have any further questions.
Erin

Speaker for Zoom Meeting
Master Gardener, Kelly Warman, will speak on growing Japanese maples.

Auburn Garden Club Facebook Page
Hello Gardening neighbors. We have setup an Auburn Garden Club Group to make it easier
for everyone to interact. Especially since our meetings are on hold until further notice, I hope
you all can use the Auburn Garden Club Group as a real time forum.
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Field Trip
Tuesday, October 6 at 9:30 am
Martha's Gardens
2925 Brennan Road, Newcastle
Back by popular demand! Join us for a private tour of this family owned farm in Newcastle.
Tom and Cindy Fossum own and operate Martha’s Gardens with help from their grown
children. The farm has been in Tom’s family for over 50 years and they take great pride in
sharing their story and bounty with customers and visitors.
Martha’s Gardens is a great place to get a beautiful bouquet of fresh cut flowers or succulent
plants for special occasions or just for everyday enjoyment. They also have fresh fruits and
vegetables.
See you there and don’t forget your mask. Loretta McGrath

News from Members
Lynne Fagundes:
Thought this might be of interest to lettuce growers....... So here's what you need to know
about growing lettuce.
A lot of people struggle with growing lettuce. Mostly because of improper planting. Lettuce is
kind of picky and if you don't do it right they simply will not produce.
Plant your seed in well-prepared soil in late October. Just before the rains come back. It's
possible we may have a rain storm before then. But in either case make sure you prepare
your soil.
I usually put my seed in approximately 1/4 inch apart but you don't have to measure. Just run
a thin line of seed down the row and water it in. And then put down some slug bait, any type
that you choose although most people like Sluggo.
When your lettuce babies come up they will be very small and frail. Everything likes to eat
them so you have to keep them safe. Everyday go out and look at them and see what's
happening. And give them a shot of fertilizer early on.
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As your babies grow start to thin them, pulling out the smallest seedlings until they are
approximately 2 in apart. Continue this process until they are about 8 inches apart. By then it
should be somewhere around December and you will be harvesting your first leaves.
Feed your lettuce every other week with a 15-15-15 ratio fertilizer and make sure that you
water it in well. But, by then it will be raining so it's a good idea to cover them with straw as
they grow and put down one more layer of slug bait.
By January you will be harvest in a bowl of lettuce leaves every single day and by February
you will have big heads of lettuce which will continue to grow all the way into April. Then they
will go to seed somewhere around May.
If you want a lot of lettuce for whatever reason, you can do successive crops, planting every
month or so all the way into April.
There are about five or six types of lettuce that you can grow although there are certainly
many more throughout the world. My favorite is bibb lettuce although I am also partial to red
and black Simpson.
If you want to be a seed collector which by the way is very fun, let at least one of your plants
go to seed. In the summer it will produce a flower which will grow approximately 6 ft tall
producing thousands of seed which can be collected and stored for the following year. And
then as soon as fall comes you can do it again.
That's about all you need to know about growing.
Kortne Phillips:
I hope we are planning a plant sale next year:
Things to do in your garden in September:
Divide, replant or pot up overgrown perennials as they finish blooming. Save some
seeds for next year and our seed exchange.
Fertilize fruit trees after harvest. Think about adding some California natives to your
garden this fall to attract pollinators and other beneficial insects. Go to Calscape.org to
find plants native to your area.
Think about adding some California natives to your garden this fall to attract pollinators
and other beneficial insects. Go to Calscape.org to find plant native to your area.
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Claire Gumz:
I am currently going to start over seeding & patching the lawn @ a client's place. Hopefully,
it'll be growing by the time NID gets shut off. Started too late last year & w/out much rain,
seeds didn't sprout well. Using Eisley's lawn seed because it's way fresher than the boxed
seed from Home Depot (used last year); great germination rate!
Weeding lots as usual. Will be planting many of my potted plants (my plants - not the ones I
donate to the AGC sale). Working at getting my (almost dead) soil back to life with
amendments - anything that was organic AND also using agricultural gypsum to flocculate the
soil. Flocculate means it clumps the particles of silt or clay together making space for water,
nutriments, etc better to be integrated into the soil.
I'm also watering more than my skimpy past amounts... Paying the price willingly because I
grow plants for a reason. Getting my place dolled up.
Rick Krach:
Many of you may have noticed on my Facebook posts that I was able to sell bags of compost
via Facebook. It really worked out well for all concerned, because I got all of my compost into
the hands of members and friends who loved it and were more than happy to donate $2 a
bag to our garden sale fund. I sold 90 bags for $180. If we are ever able to get together for
formal meetings, I will keep bringing bags of potting soil which you could then buy from my
truck for one or two dollars a bag. Last year I continually gave it away, but since we’ve had no
plant sale, perhaps this will be a way to continue adding to our fund.
Another idea that’s occurred to me is this. Perhaps any of you could do the same. If you have
some particular plants that you know others might want now, you could mention them on FB
and have people call to get them. For example, I have several dogwood trees which might be
sold. Or maybe I can sell my corn stalks on FB this month!
Dave Faoro:
Edibles update: Boy this last week has been brutal. The heat and the smoke combined to
beat up the vegetable garden as well as the gardener. I even resorted to wearing an n95
mask and doing some gardening it was so smokey outside.
I am getting some garlic beds prepped. My plan is to sow them in late September. I plan to
make some gopher resistance beds this year. I am tired of them becoming tasty treats for
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those guys. I have different ideas on how I'm going to do it. Stay tuned and I'll be sharing
with you what I end up with. Remember, Gardening is one long continuous experiment! The
2nd thing I'd like to bring up is this is seed saving time. I like to save my multi-trunk
sunflowers. They have multiple colors. Once the flower has been pollinated you need to
cover it ASAP or the birds will eat them. I suggest you take some photos so that late in the
season when the flowers are all gone, you can separate your seed based on the different
color sunflowers, in case you have different varieties like I do. Stay cool and out of the
smoke. If you know a good rain dance, now would be a good time to outside. I think we all
should go wash our cars. You know that it will rain immediately after!
Rick Krach:
Green cantaloupe, yellow watermelon, and white peach – all very delicious, but did you ever
see anything more ridiculous than this year's tomatoes. I always expected them to grow out
of the blight, but it never happened!
I did not heed the advice to not plant morning glories in my garden last year basically cuz I
didn't get that advice till after they were planted. I'd been trying to pull them as they sprouted,
but was unsuccessful.

Changes are coming!
Eisley Nursery Inc., has been in business since 1932, is about to undergo a major change.
The Eisley family is selling its 88-year-old business to Green Acres Nursery, but will keep the
property and lease it to the Gill family according to Earlene Eisley Freeman. Some changes
will be coming but the popcorn will stay! Look for further details in the future.
************

Inspiration
Sandy Parks
Your mind is a garden
Your thoughts are the seeds
You can grow flowers
Or you can grow weeds
To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow.
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